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School Context
St Andrew’s is a small rural primary school arranged into four mixed age class groups.
Children come from a diverse range of socio-economic backgrounds. The number of children
with learning difficulties or disabilities is below the national average and attainment on entry
is above average. The majority of children are from a white British heritage.

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St Andrew’ s CE VA as a church school are
outstanding

The school has an exceptional understanding of how its Christian values can be used to
create a way of life for all those in the community. These values permeate all aspects of
school life and have a profound effect on the spiritual and personal development of both
children and adults.

Established strengths

» Collective worship is vital in creating the Christian ethos of the school.

* All members of the school community are made to feel that they are special in the
eyes of God.

» The leadership of the school has an exceptionally clear vision for developing the
distinct set of values which underpin all that the school does.

Focus for development

* Include differentiated activities for all abilities in RE lessons.
» Develop a system to track children’s progress in RE throughout the school.




The school, through its distinctive Christian chara cter, is outstanding at meeting the
needs of all learners.

Children at St Andrew’'s experience a wonderful sense that God is present and that His
teaching is relevant in all areas of their lives. This is achieved through a very highly
developed set of values, inspired by Values for Life, that pervade the whole life of the school.
The school has successfully managed to bring this document alive and make it meaningful
for the children. They have many opportunities to increase their understanding of these
values throughout the school day — both in the formal curriculum and informally. This creates
a school community which puts the care of every member at its heart. Children feel safe in
the school environment and teachers listen closely to them and encourage them to talk about
difficult concepts. Children respond to being valued by showing very positive attitudes
towards their learning and in having a particularly balanced view of themselves and the world
they live in. This gives them the confidence and the ability to express themselves in a
language which reflects the depth of their understanding of complex issues surrounding faith
and belief. Children with learning difficulties or disabilities make good progress. St Andrew’s
is an inclusive school and is regarded as a special place by children from all backgrounds
and faiths.

The impact of collective worship on the school comm unity is outstanding

Worship is an extremely important part of the school and it is having a profound effect on the
spiritual life of the school community. A new value is explored each term and this gives
children extended opportunities to deepen their understanding of concepts such as
forgiveness or compassion. With opportunities for prayer throughout the school day as well
as in worship times, these Christian values are becoming deeply embedded and creating a
way of life for many in school. This is also having an impact in the wider community as these
values help children cope with experiences in their everyday lives. Because children
understand the relevance of these concepts they are keen to discuss and debate issues and
ideas particularly in the more intimate setting of class based worship. The Parish Priest is
closely involved in this process and leads a weekly worship when he will use specific
passages from the Bible to explain how God intends us to live according to that value.
Children have very positive attitudes towards worship and say that they can recognise how
the values can help them in their lives. Their enthusiasm is reflected in the joy with which
they sing religious songs. Children understand the symbolism of lighting a candle at the
beginning of worship and know the significance of the cross. Every worship has a time when
children can reflect on the message and say appropriate prayers, often written and delivered
by the children themselves. Links are created with the parish church through the use of
liturgy that is familiar to both communities and similarly focuses on the core Christian values,
thereby strengthening all that the school believes in.

The impact of the religious education is good

The new syllabus has been implemented and care has been taken to include opportunities
for children to explore fully what they can learn from religion. Good teaching was seen in RE
lessons where the pace was quick and where the questioning challenged children to think
deeply about an issue. Children responded to this with enthusiasm and good progress was
made in the children’s ability to articulate complex issues. Attitudes towards RE are positive
with children saying that they enjoy the wide variety of learning styles that teachers use.
They particularly like the use of drama to explore an issue. Standards in RE are good and
regular monitoring by the subject leader ensures that she has a very good grasp of ways to
take the subject forward. The parish church is regularly used to help in the delivery of parts of
the syllabus. For example, members of the congregation recently created “stations™ in the
church and children came from school to experience and understand the Easter story. It was
an approach which captured the children’s imagination and for some of them made Easter
more meaningful. It is also an example of the close links between school and church.




The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church
school are outstanding

The Headteacher has an exceptional vision of how to create a community which lives
through its Christian values. It is no exaggeration to say that she has created a way of life
in which all members of the school community can thrive in their learning and develop
themselves on a personal level. Together with an outstanding RE subject leader, she has
succeeded in making a huge impact on the spiritual lives of all those who experience the
Christian love that is at the heart of the school. The RE subject leader has a real passion
for her subject and this has had a marked effect on the ethos of the school. The Parish
Priest is a familiar figure in the school and has an easy relationship with the children. He is
very involved in the life of the school and as a foundation governor works closely with the
RE subject leader to monitor and evaluate the quality of RE and collective worship
regularly. This is a reflection of the seriousness with which the governors view these areas
of school life. Links with the parish community are excellent and there is a great sense that
the school is an extension of the church. The school arranges three family services each
year which involve children in leading the worship. Parents regard the school as a place
that offers something special to their children and recognise that through its highly
developed idea of Christian values it offers the children an enduring model for their lives.
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